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by Otto I the end was achieved. The patient, plodding work
of Henry II restored the internal organisation of Germany,
and Conrad II was able to consolidate this more firmly and
to establish his suzerainty east and south, making possible
the still fuller realisation of imperial authority under his son
Henry III. The culmination was reached in 1046 when
Henry III at last arrived at the final objective, which his
two predecessors had avoided, of bringing Rome and the
Papacy once more under imperial control. By so doing, he
not only revived the position of Otto I, but he also raised
the Papacy to the position of a world-power once more, and
thereby opened a new chapter in the ecclesiastical and
political history of Europe.
The election The death of Otto III created a vacancy that could only
k° ft^e(^ ky election. There were two obvious candidates—
duke Henry of Bavaria, the only descendant in the direct
male line from Henry I, and duke Otto of Carinthia, the son
of Otto I's daughter Liutgarde.1 The latter continued his
self-effacing career by refusing to be a candidate, so that the
way seemed clear for Henry. But Germany had lost its
unity during the long absence of its king, and each part of
it had to be separately won over. To complicate the situa-
tion other competitors for the throne appeared. First of all,
Eckhard, margrave of Meissen, a distinguished soldier ; but
his ambition was checkmated by the hostility of his fellow-
nobles in eastern Saxony, and his sudden assassination by
private enemies removed him from Henry's path. Several
of the magnates inclined to the duke of Suabia, Herman II,
son of the Conrad whom Otto II had appointed duke; his
mild nature made him acceptable to those who had already
enjoyed a measure of independence. What decided the issue
for Henry was the adhesion of Willigis, archbishop of Maycnce,
who played the part that his predecessor had played at Otto
I's coronation. Even then the Saxons had to be conciliated
by the promise to respect their peculiar customs, the bishops
in Lorraine, especially archbishop Heribert of Cologne, were
1 No one seems to have considered the claims of the son of Otto Ill's
youngest sister, Matilda (his other sisters, Adelaide and Sophia, took the
veil and became abbesses of Quedlinburg and Gandcrsheim). Matilda, in
marrying the son of the count-palatine of Lorraine, was considered to have
made an unequal marriage; and her son was only an infant.

